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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 37 is rejected to because of the following informalities: claim 37 recites 
"the USB device" in line 2, and "the USB device" in lines 2-3. It appears that applicant 
meant to recite "the USB devices" in line 2, and "the USB devices" in lines 2-3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 32-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 32 recites "said event triggering signals" in line 31 . It is not clear whether 
there is a distinction between "event triggering signals corresponding to decoding of 
specified signal structures" and "event triggering signals corresponding to decoding of 
response signals". 

Claim 32 recites in (b) "determining the relative propagation delay... with respect 
to a selected one of said USB devices", yet it does not appear that the steps in (b) 
would enable such determination. 

Claim 32 recites in (c) "determining the relative phase of said local clock of each 
of said plurality of USB devices with respect to said local clock of said reference USB 
device", yet it does not appear that the steps in (c) would enable such determination. 
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Claim 32 recites "a method of synchronizing the local clocks... so that said clocks 
are in phase and at a common frequency", yet it does not appear that the claim would 
enable such synchronization. 

Claim 33 recites "known relative phases" in line 3. Since it is not clear what 
"relative phase" stands for, the scope of the claim cannot be determined. 

Claim 34 recites "said trigger signal" in line 15. It is not clear which "trigger 
signal" is being referred to because the claim previously recites "a trigger request 
signal", "a trigger command signal", and "an initiating request signal". 

Claim 35 recites, "defined in the USB specification" in line 2. Claims 37 recites 
"defined in the USB specification" in line 2. Claim 41 recites, "defined within the USB 
specification". The claims contain trademark/trade name USB specification. Where the 
trademark or trade name is used in a claim as a limitation to identify or describe a 
particular material or product, the claim does not comply with the requirements of the 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. Ex parte Simpson, 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1982). 
The claim scope is uncertain since the trademark or trade name cannot be used 
properly to identify any particular material or product. A trademark or trade name is 
used to identify a source of goods, and not the goods themselves. Thus, the trademark 
or trade name does not identify or describe the goods associated with the trademark or 
trade name. The trademark or trade name or the so-called specification are subject to 
modifications by their owners and do not have fixed meaning, therefore the metes and 
bounds of the claims are indefinite. 

Claim 38 recites the limitation "said local USB decoding device" in lines 1-2. 
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There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 32-41 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the objections, and the 
rejections under 35 USC 112, second paragraph. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanh Quang Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4154 and whose e-mail address is tanh.nguyen36@uspto.gov. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh, can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300 for 
After Final, Official, and Customer Services, or (571) 273-4154 for Draft to the Examiner 
(please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT'). 

Effective May 1 , 2003 are new mailing address is: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Effective December 1, 2003, hand-carried patent application related incoming 

correspondences would be to a centralized location. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
201 1 South Clark Place 
Customer Window 
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Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1 B03 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 
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